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Observe universal
precautions

Determine flow rate

Administer O2 at 2
liters above home rate

Pt in severe
distress?

Administer hi flow O2
12 - 15 liters/min

Monitor respiratory
rate carefully

Adjust flow rate
accordingly

COPD on home O2 Pt in severe distress;
Pt hypotensive due to trauma;

Pt suffered significant blood loss

Patient c/o chest pain; oral or
nasopharyngeal airway in place

or in moderate respiratory distress

Administer O2 at no less than
4 liters/min

Patient intubated
Patient in cardiac arrest

Resuscitated cardiac arrest

Ventilate with bag-
valve device with 100%

O2 reservoir in place

Document patient's
response to O2 therapy

Document any changes in the
flow rate or delivery rate for O2

No

Yes

  
 
 
 
NOTES: 

z Nasal cannula delivers 1 - 6 liters O2/minute delivering 25 - 40% concentration 
z Non-rebreather mask delivers 12 liters O2/minute, delivering 90+% concentration 
z Bag-valve device with O2 reservoir provides maximum flow rate for 100% concentration 
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